
Department	of	Mental	Health	
East	Mississippi	State	Hospital	Receiving	Unit	

What	is	East	Mississippi	State	
Hospital’s	Receiving	Unit?	

East	Mississippi	State	Hospital	
(EMSH)	provides	inpatient	services	
for	adults	and	adolescents	requir-
ing	psychiatric	or	substance	use	
treatment	as	well	as	nursing	home	
services.	The	receiving	unit	is	the	
building	where	individuals	are				
admitted	to	EMSH	for	psychiatric	
services.		In	addition,	EMSH	oper-
ates	a	continuum	of	community	
based	services	that		offer	program-
ming	to	individuals	with	a	mental	
illness	who	are	living	in	the								
community,	and		three	group	
homes	located	in	Kemper	County.		

East	Mississippi	State	Hospital	
serves	patients	who	live	in	the				
following	counties:	Webster,	Clay,	
Choctaw,	Oktibbeha,	Lowndes,			
Winston,	Noxubee,	Leake,	Neshoba,	
Kemper,	Scott,	Newton,	Lauderdale,	
Smith,	Jasper,	and	Clarke.	

Why	is	there	a	need	for	a	new	
Receiving	Unit?	

The	Receiving	Unit	currently	in	use	
dates	back	to	when	EMSH	ϐirst	
opened	its	doors	in	1885.	The	Joint	
Commission	will	not	allow	EMSH	to	
remain	accredited	while	treating	
patients	in	buildings	of	that	age.	It	
has	given	EMSH	a	deadline	of						
December	2019	to	update	its	treat-
ment	facilities	or	lose	its	accredited	
status.	Without	this	Joint	Commis-
sion	accreditation,	EMSH	will	lose	
the	ability	to	receive	funds	from	
Medicare	and	Medicaid,	which	will	
drastically	impact	the	availability	of	

mental	health	and	substance	use	
services	available	for	Mississippi-
ans.		

What	building	projects	are	under	
way	at	EMSH	right	now?	

A	new	60-bed	receiving	unit	is			
currently	under	construction	under	
the	designation	of	GS	411-110	by	
the	Bureau	of	Building.	However,	
an	additional	60-bed	receiving	unit	
will	be	needed	in	order	to	treat	all	
of	EMSH’s	patients	in	an	updated	
setting	that	will	comply	with	Joint	
Commission	standards.	This	second	
60-bed	receiving	unit	and	a	new	
admissions	ofϐice/clinic	to	meet	
these	needs	are	currently	being	
planned.	GS	411-115	is	the	Bureau	
of	Building’s	designation	for	this	
additional	project.		

What	funding	is	needed?	

The	architect,	Robert	Lewis,									
estimates	the	funds	needed	to				
complete	a	second	Receiving	Unit	
total	$17	million.	In	the	2015	ses-
sion,	the	Mississippi	Legislature	
appropriated	$7.5	million	in	bond	
money	for	this	project,	GS	411-115.	
In	2014,	the	Bureau	of	Building		
allocated	$300,000	from	its	discre-
tionary	fund	to	pay	for	the	design	
phase	of	GS	411-115.	EMSH	antici-
pates	having	$1.7	million	left	at	the	
completion	of	the	current	construc-
tion	project,	GS	411-110.	Based	on	

these	estimates,	an	additional	$7.5	
million	will	be	needed	in	order	to	
adequately	fund	the	additional	re-
ceiving	unit	and	admissions	ofϐice/
clinic.		

What	timeframe	must	be	met	in	
order	for	EMSH	to	maintain	its	

accreditation?			

EMSH	has	been	granted	an	exten-
sion	by	the	Joint	Commission	to			
allow	the	hospital	time	to	move	its	
patients	into	these	new	buildings.	
This	extension	will	expire	in								
December	2019.	If	the	balance	of	
the	funding	for	the	additional						
receiving	unit	and	the	admissions	
ofϐice/clinic	is	received	in	the	2016	
session,	EMSH	believes	it	will	have	
just	enough	time	to	complete	these	
projects	and	maintain	its	accredita-
tion.		

EMSH	appreciates	the	efforts	made	
by	the	Legislature	to	secure	safe	
and	quality	facilities	for	Mississip-
pians	in	need	of	its	services.	One	
phase	of	the	planned	upgrades	for	
patient	buildings	are	nearing					
completion,	and	EMSH	respectfully	
requests	the	additional	funding	that	
will	ensure	the	provision	of	quality	
mental	health	services	for	citizens	
of	Mississippi.	

	

For	more		information,	contact	
Charles	Carlisle,	Director	of	
EMSH,	at	601‐581‐7877.	

	

	 	 											January	2016	
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