	Violence Risk Assessment for Certified Holding Facility
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	FEMALE     (       MALE        (                                          
	Most serious charge:

	Scoring Instructions:  Collect information about each of the 10 risk factor items on the checklist using examples given.  Place a check in the box to indicate the degree of likelihood that the risk factor applies to this individual.  Use the following indicator scale:

	No:  Does not apply to this person            Yes:  Definitely applies to a severe degree
Maybe:  Applies/present to a moderately severe degree 
Do not know:  Too little information to answer

	Results:  If 5 or more questions are checked YES or MAYBE, notify supervisor and other Holding Facility staff.  Initiate proper safety protocols.

	1.  Previous and/or current violence

Physical attack, including with various weapons, towards another individual with intent to inflict severe physical harm.  “Yes” means individual has committed at least 3 moderately violent aggressive acts or 1 severe violent act.  “Maybe/moderate” means less severe aggressive acts such as kicks, blows and shoving not resulting in severe harm to the victim.
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	2.  Previous and/or current threats (verbal/physical)
Verbal:  Statements, yelling, other that involve threat of inflicting physical harm

Physical:  Movements and gestures that warn of physical attack
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	3.  Previous and/or current substance abuse

History of abusing alcohol, medication and/or other substances including abuse of solvents, glue, similar.  “Yes” means extensive abuse/dependence with reduced occupational/educational functioning, reduced health and/or reduced participation in leisure activities.
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	4.  Previous and/or current major mental illness

Individual has or has had a psychotic disorder (schizophrenia, delusional disorder, psychotic affective disorder, other)
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	5.  Personality Disorder

Eccentric (schizoid, paranoid), impulsive, uninhibited (emotionally unstable, antisocial) types
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	6.  Shows lack of insight into illness and/or behavior

Degree to which individual lacks insight into his/her mental illness regarding medication, social consequences of behavior related to illness or personality disorder
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	7.  Expresses suspicion

Expresses verbal or nonverbal suspicion towards others; appears to be “on guard” toward environment/surroundings
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	8.  Shows lack of empathy
Appears emotionally cold, without sensitivity towards others’ thoughts or emotional situations
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	9.  Unrealistic planning

Unrealistic plans for future.  Unrealistic expectation of support from family and professional/social network. Assess ability to cooperate with/follow plans. 
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know

	10.  Future stress situations

Ability to cope with future stress; ability to tolerate boundaries, physical proximity to possible victims of violence, substance use, homelessness, violent environment, easy access to weapons, other. 
	(  No
(  Maybe

(  Yes
(  Do not know
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