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HB 1222 CHANCERY CLERK REPORTING OF PSYCHIATRIC
COMMITMENT DATA OVERVIEW

FY26 1ST QUARTER REPORT
JULY 1, 2025 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

House Bill 1222, The Mississippi Collaborative Response to Mental Health Act, was signed by Governor Reeves in
2023. Section 9 of this legislation outlines specific reporting requirements for Chancery Clerks, including the
number of acute psychiatric commitments, hearings, affidavits filed, and Crisis Stabilization Unit (CSU) bed
denials.

The Act requires actions from mental health partners throughout the state to provide a collaborative response to
mental health. The purpose is for Mississippians to have access to the least restrictive environment possible with
the goal of diverting commitments to the state hospitals and avoiding jail placements for people who have not
committed a crime. This is why the Act also includes requirements for law enforcement training and court
liaisons.

HB 1222 requires the following of Chancery Clerks:

e When admission to a treatment facility is ordered by the court, the chancery clerk shall make record of the
admission. Each chancery clerk shall maintain a record of the number of persons ordered by the court to be
admitted to a treatment facility, the number of hearings held by the court to determine whether a person
should be admitted to a treatment facility and the number of affidavits filed to admit a person to a treatment
facility under Section 41-21-61 etc.

* The chancery clerk shall maintain a record each time such clerk receives a denial for admission to a
community mental health center crisis stabilization bed, the reason provided to the clerk for such denial, and
the subsequent action taken by the clerk upon receiving the denial.

e Each chancery clerk shall provide the records required by the above paragraphs to the Department of Mental
Health within thirty (30) days of the end of each calendar quarter.

Within sixty (60) days of receipt of the chancery clerk records, the Mississippi Department of Mental Health
(DMH) shall provide a summary to the Chairpersons of the Appropriations, Public Health and Judiciary A and B
Committees for the Mississippi House of Representatives and the Mississippi Senate, the Coordinator of Mental
Health and the President of the Mississippi Association of Community Mental Health Centers.
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HB 1222 CHANCERY CLERK REPORTING OF
PSYCHIATRIC COMMITMENT DATA

DMH’s goal is to make the reporting process as smooth as possible. Previously, DMH assisted the Chancery
Clerks by creating a reporting tool through the agency’s psychiatric bed registry. The bed registry provides
Chancery Clerks updated bed availability at the state hospitals and Crisis Stabilization Units and a method to
report the required data outlined in House Bill 1222. Additionally, DMH provided access to training videos, written
instructions, and established a Helpdesk system for any questions or issues. However, due to many technical
difficulties, DMH moved to a new, easier system for the Chancery Clerks to utilize during the next reporting
quarter. DMH staff presented to the Chancery Clerks several times in 2023 and 2024 to discuss the civil
commitment process, diversion options, and HB 1222’s reporting requirements. DMH provided Chancery Clerks
with access to the bed registry to ensure transparency, allowing them to see where open beds are available
across the state. Although Chancery Clerks will no longer be using the bed registry system to report HB 1222’s
data, we have strongly encouraged them to continue to use the system to find available CSU beds in the State.
We have also encouraged the Chancery Clerks to coordinate with their local Community Mental Health Center,
law enforcement, court liaisons, and other partners by utilizing the bed registry to provide the most appropriate
level of care.

DMH received reports from 80 of the 82 counties for FY2026’s first quarter, compared to 81 in the Q4 FY25, 80
in Q3 FY25, 82 in Q2 FY25, 43 in Q1 FY25, 58 in Q1 FY24, 63 in Q2 FY24, 68 in Q3 FY24, and 56 in Q4 FY24.

DMH appreciates the Chancery Clerks for the work they do and their dedication to our state. We appreciate our
partnership and look forward to continuing our work together in FY2025.

A few notes:

e Chancery Clerk data is only for psychiatric commitments and does not include data on alcohol and drug
commitments.

e According to statute, if the appointed examiners certify that the person is not in need of treatment, the
affidavit shall be dismissed without the need for a further hearing.

e Some Chancery Clerks reported they do not track CSU denials because when they receive a commitment,
they immediately connect with their Community Mental Health Center who works on obtaining alternative
placement.

e DMH has funded 33 court liaisons at Community Mental Health Centers to work with Chancery Clerks, law
enforcement and hospitals to divert individuals from the commitment process when possible.

e Some Chancery Clerks have reported that CSUs will accept an individual but return the individual within 24
hours. Although this is not a true denial, there is not currently a way to report this type of instance.
Therefore, a few Chancery Clerks have requested this information to be included in this report for
awareness.

e Relating to HB 1222, this report includes FY26 First Quarter State Hospital Admissions by County and Crisis
Stabilization Unit Number Served.
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HB 1222 CHANCERY CLERK REPORTING OF
PSYCHIATRIC COMMITMENT DATA

CIVIL COMMITMENT UPDATE - HOUSE BILL 1640

During the 2024 legislative session, House Bill 1640 authored by Representative Sam Creekmore and
Representative Kevin Felsher was passed by the Mississippi Legislature and signed by the Governor. This
legislation contains new civil commitment procedures that went into effect on July 1, 2024.

We would like to bring to your attention to some important changes regarding the amendments to current law
related to the civil commitment process. We at DMH are dedicated to assisting all stakeholders at the county
level including the Community Mental Health Centers (CMHC), Sheriffs, Judges, and Chancery Clerks with the
new requirements to make this process as smooth as possible.

Since these changes went into effect, DMH staff have held meetings at all four of the state hospitals to discuss
HB1640 with each state hospital’s catchment area and community stakeholders, such as the Chancery Clerks,
Judges, law enforcement, CMHCs, and CSU staff. Additionally, DMH staff host a monthly open discussion with
CMHCs on issues or questions that have surfaced with HB1640’s commitment changes.

Included in this report is a letter sent to the Chancery Clerks detailing these changes and several attachments
outlining the new process including: a revised Civil Commitment Guide, Civil Commitment Flowchart, and contact
information for CMHC Mobile Crisis Response Teams and CSUs. Also included is an image that compares the
current process to the new process. The updated civil commitment process information, along with a video to
walk loved ones through the process, are available at www.dmh.ms.gov and www.mentalhealthms.com.
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gDMH

Mississippi Department of Mental Health

Supporting a Better Tomorrow...One Person at a Time

MISSISSIPPI
UNIFORM CIVIL
COMMITMENT GUIDE

Mississippi Department of Mental Health
Behavioral Health Program Admission Process

STEPS FOR CIVIL COMMITMENT

Before filing an affidavit for commitment, a pre- The pre-affidavit screening The pre-affidavit screening investigation
affidavit screening must be conducted by the must be completed includes an interview and investigation
Community Mental Health Center (CMHC). for the need for civil commitment.

If commitment is recommended, the pre-affidavit screener submits a report to the chancery clerk certifying that a less
restrictive alternative treatment was considered and why it is not appropriate.

After the CMHC has attempted to complete an in-person screening, !

, an affidavit may be filed and a writ will be issued for the sheriff to intervene. The CMHC will be required to
document why the pre-affidavit screening could not be done.

File an affidavit for civil commitment in the Under Mississippi State law, The affidavit must state specifically
chancery clerk’s office where the person no attorney is required for that a less restrictive alternative
resides or is currently located. Pay a filing fee this process. treatment was considered and specify
up to $150, including all fees and assessments, why it is not appropriate.

to commence the proceeding.

After pre-affidavit screening is completed and received, and
upon filing of an affidavit of commitment, a writ is issued for
Sheriff to take the person for examination and treatment by a
local CMHC.
Healthcare professionals are immediately appointed for physical and mental examinations
with a possible 8-hour extension, and an attorney is appointed for person. Examinations are done by two

doctors, or one doctor and professional designated by law. Each appointed examiner must make a full inquiry into the physical
and mental health.
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Mississippi Behavioral Health
Crisis Services &

Community Mental Health Centers
Mississippi Department of Mental Health
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Mobile Crisis Response Teams
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Mississippi Behavioral Health
Crisis Services &

Community Mental Health Centers

Mobile Crisis Response Crisis Stabilization Unit
Team Contact Numbers: Locations

CMHCs may have multiple teams or numbers

Region 2 - (866) 837-7521 i}
Region 3 - (866) 255-9986 i?

Region 4 - (888) 287-4443

Region 6 - (866) 453-6216

Region 7 - (866) 866-6505
Region 8 - (877) 657-4098

Region 9 - (601) 955-6381

Region 10 - (800) 803-0245

Region 12 North - (888) 330-7772

Region 12 West - (877) 353-8689

Region 12 Coast - (800) 681-0798

Region 15 - (888) 558-2077

Region 14 - (866) 497-0690
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